Selection of patients for liver transplantation.
Liver transplantation is now available world-wide. It plays an important role in the treatment of irreversible acute and chronic liver disease (CLD). Selection of patients for liver transplantation is subject to many factors including economic, cultural, availability of donor organs and degree of illness. This article looks at seven general considerations for recipients of liver transplantation. As well, disease-specific criteria are investigated and include such areas as cirrhosis due to chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis C virus (HCV) positive cirrhosis, fulminant hepatic failure (FHF), malignancy, alcoholic liver disease (ALD), metabolic conditions and Budd-Chiari syndrome. If hepatic transplantation survival rates were to approach 95%, the relative risk ratio between transplantation and conservative therapy would increase. At present an 80% 1-5 year survival rate following transplantation should be expected.